Bl i op 


EDITED BY JOHN 
Office 207 South Beckley, Phone 6-6888 


R. RICE 


"And pose cried, The Sword of the 


Lord, an 


of Gideon." Judges 7:20 


An Independent Religious Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His Blood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament 
Soul Winning and the Premillennial Return of Christ. Opposes Sin, Modernism, and Denominational Overlordship 


VOLUME VI, No. 35 


DALLAS, TEXAS, FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 1940 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


Other Blessings at Evansville — 
Editor Now at Kankakee, Illinois 


Sunday morning as I went to 
the Y. M. C. A. to speak to a large 
Sunday school of men and boys 
conducted by Dr. Coleman, a man 
who was saved two nights before 
in the Mission stopped me for a 
bit of conversation. With deep 
earnestness, he said to me, 
“Preacher, why don’t you tell the 
people that they shouldn’t wait un- 
til they get to be tramps, shouldn’t 
wait until they have developed the 
drink habit and are going to the 
dogs like [I did, before getting 
saved? Tell them I wish I had 
been saved long ago.” 


He was in the services last night 
and asked if he could make a state- 
ment. In the midst of the invita- 
tion he came to the platform and 
said with deep earnestness and 
and telling effect: 


“I will be forty years old my 
next birthday. I was saved here 
the other night, but what I want 
to say is how I wish I had trusted 
the Lord before! I had the same 
opportunity before and I threw 
it away. 

“I am married — have a lovely 
wife. I have two boys: the one 
twelve years old is red-headed, and 
the younger one is cotton-headed; 
smart as they can be. I had a 
happy home, but my wife had to 
leave me because of my sin. I had 
a good job as a mail-carrier, a 
federal job with good pay, but sin, 
and the bad company and unrest 
and trouble that sin brings has 
taken all that away from me. And 
I came into this Mission the other 
night a ruined man, with nothing 
in the world to look forward to. 
Looking every night for a flop 
house, craving a drink, trying to 
get something to eat, wandering 
here and there —that is a miser- 
able life with no hope of anything 
good for the future! 


“But now I am saved. My wife 
says that if I will make good for 
six months, she will take me back 
again and I can have my home 
back. I am asking God to give mea 
job and by His grace I am going to 
make good. But I warn everyone 
here that you had better get saved 
before sin ruins your life. I will be 
forty years old my next birthday, 
and I have nothing to show for 
these forty years but heartache 
and sin. I hope you will trust 
Jesus Christ today and be saved.”’ 

He was so earnest, so direct and 
so moved by the Spirit that his 
testimony had a telling effect. 

The invitation continued, and 
others were saved; three men, a 
Catholic woman, her daughter, and 
then a backslidden mother came 
back to Christ. Finally, a _ busi- 
ness man, converted two or three 
years ago in the Mission, came by 
and whispered to me that he had 
a job for that new convert and 
would give him a chance to make 
good and go back to his home, his 
wife and his children. Already, he 
had given a job to another young 
man saved earlier in the week and 
was daily watching him, praying 
with him and counseling him. How 
far-reaching is the work of the 
Evansville Rescue Mission! 

Last week, I told you about a 
nurse who was so burdened to win 
those she waited upon as in night 
duty in the Welborn-Walker Hos- 
pital and of the two women who 
were saved as the result of her 
interest with the help of others. 
This nurse reported to me that one 
of the women saved was over- 
whelmingly happy but the other 
one had not mentioned the matter 
to her, and the nurse had some 
doubts and misgivings, thinking 
that if the woman were really 
saved, she would have brought up 
the subject herself. But I urged 


upon her the need of a new con- 
vert for encouragement and prayer 
and she agreed to suggest to her 
patient that they pray together. 
The nurse came back remarkably 
happy. This is what happened 
when she and the young convert 
prayed together. She found the 
young convert very definite about 
her salvation and very happy. And 
while they prayed, another woman, 
a patient of the same room, be- 
gan to weep, deeply convicted. 
After a mental struggle, the nurse 
was brave enough to ask the other 
patient if she were saved and found 
she was not. She wanted to be 
saved, felt herself a great sinner, 
but did not know how to trust 
Christ. She was soon won. The 
nurse surely “came again with re- 
joicing, bringing her sheaves with 
her.” 


Last Friday night, March 8th, 
was the twenty-third anniversary 


of the founding of the Evansville 
Rescue Mission and it was a gala 
occasion. The large auditorium 
was filled, the folding doors were 
opened and the smaller chapel was 
also filled. Extra chairs were put 
on the platform for singers. “‘Mom 
Reveal,” the Superintendent’s wife, 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


ATTENTION! 


Listeners to 


Radio KF NF 


SHENANDOAH, IOWA 
All Listeners to the Program of 


REV, JAMES PEARSON 


Many of you will receive this 
issue of The Sword of the Lord 
as a sample copy. Our dear 
Brother Pearson felt you would 
be glad to see a copy of this 
Christian paper which has 
blessed so many thousands. We 
will probably send you another 
issue also. Please read care- 
fully—note that the paper 
stands for all the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith, is read 
by good Christians of all denom- 
inations, has been greatly used 
of God in winning souls, in 
strengthening saints and teach- 
ing the Word of God. 


Trial subscriptions, 13 weeks, 
20c; 1 year, $1.00; 3 years, 
$2.00. Inquire or send subscrip- 
tions to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

201 East Tenth Street 


Dallas, Texas 


We Didn’t Know We 


Had So Many Friends 


When we offer trial subscriptions 
to The Sword of the Lord, we find 
how many there are who are 
blessed by the paper and want to 
send it to others. Some have sent 
as many as forty or fifty trial sub- 
scriptions, and many, many letters 
tell of the blessings The Sword of 
the Lord has been in the homes. 

We cannot make a report yet of 
the subscriptions, although there 
have been several hundred. One 
day there were 157 subscriptions, 
and a number of days there were 
more than a hundred each day. We 
believe when this reaches you, 
there will have been more than 
1,000 trial subscriptions at twenty 
cents each, or six for $1.00. But 
that is far short of the 5,000 we 
want, and so I urge all to pray 
and do your best. 


In this blessed work of getting 
out the Gospel, how could you get 
the Gospel into the homes of more 
people in an attractive way, and 
where it will be read and con- 
sidered, better than through The 
Sword of the Lord. We want your 
help. Please send as many sub- 
scriptions as you can at once. If 
you can only send one trial sub- 
scription for a friend, send his 


name and address and twenty 


“A Sower 


BY JOHN R. RICE, D.D. 


(Sermon preached Sunday morn- 
ing, October 29, 1939, at Galilean 
Baptist Tabernacle, Dallas, Texas. 
Stenographically reported.) 


In Matthew, chapter thirteen, we 
will read the first twenty-three 
verses: 


“1. The same day went Jesus 
out of the house, and sat by 
the sea side.” 


What sea? The sea of Galilee 
or Tiberius. 

“2. And great multitudes 
were gathered together unto 
him, so that he went into a 
ship, and sat; and the whole 
multitude stood on the shore.” 
Now, that is a good pulpit, isn’t 

it? 

“3. And he spake many 
things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went 
forth to sow; 

“4. And when he sowed, 
some seeds fell by the way- 
side, and the fowls came and 
devoured them up: 

“5. Some fell upon stony 
places where they had not 
much earth; and forthwith 
they sprung up, because they 
had no deepness of earth: 

“6. And when the sun was 
up, they were scorched; and 
because they had no root, they 
withered away. 

“7. And some fell among 
thorns; and the thorns sprung 
up, and choked them: 

“8. But other fell into good 
ground, and brought forth 
fruit, some an hundredfold, 
some sixtyfold, some thirty- 
fold. 
“9 Who hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

“10. And the disciples came, 
and said unto him, Why speak- 
est thou unto them in para- 
bles ? 

‘11. He answered and said 
unto them, Because it is giv- 
en unto you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heav- 
en, but to them it is not given. 

“12. For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance.” 


Went Forth to Sow” 


Now, if you don’t study and get 
some tools to understand the Bible 
with, you will never understand. 


But if you get a little nucleus of. 


Bible teaching, God will add more 
to it. “To him that hath not shall 
be taken away even that he hath.” 
A little bit of butter in the churn 
helps to collect other butter. A 
little bit of interest and knowledge 


of the Word of God fits you to} 


understand the Bible. 


“12. For whosoever hath, to 
him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance: 
but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even 
that he hath. 


“13. Therefore speak I to 
them im parables: because 
they seeing see not; and hear- 
ing they hear not, neither do 
they understand. 


“14, And in them is fulfilled 
the prophecy of Esaias, which 
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, 
and shall not understand; and 
seeing ye shall see, and shall 
not perceive: 

“15. For this people’s heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears 
are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed; lest at 
any time they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their 
ears, and should understand 

“with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal 


hem. 

“16. But blessed are your 
eyes, for they see; and your 
ears, for they hear. 

“17. For verily I say unto 
you, That many prophets and 
righteous men have desired to 
see those things which ye see, 
and have not seen them; and 
to hear those things which ye 
hear, and have not heard them. 

“18. Hear ye therefore the 
parable of the sower. 

‘19. When any one heareth 
the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then com- 
eth the wicked one, and catch- 
eth away that which was sown 
in his heart. This is he which 
received seed by the way side. 

“20. But he that received the 
seed into stony , the 
same is he that h the 


word, and anon with joy re- 
ceiveth it; 

“21. Yet hath he not root in 
himself, but dureth for a while: 
for when tribulation or perse- 
cution ariseth because of the 
word, by and by he is offended. 

“22. He also that received 
seed among the thorns is he 
that heareth the word; and the 
care of this world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke 
the word, and he becometh un- 
fruitful. 

"23. But he that received 
seed into the good ground is 
he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also 
beareth fruit, and bringeth 
forth, some an hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty.” 


May God bless His Word to our 
hearts! Why did Jesus talk in 
parables? Evidently there is a 
particular reason why Jesus used 
parables. There are some people 
who do not like fiction. I had a let- 
ter the other day from a woman 
who said, “I want you to stop 
‘The Sword’ coming to my house 
because I do not believe in novels, 
and you advertise some novels in 
your paper.” I had mentioned 
some Christian stories God had 
used to bless hearts. But Jesus 
used the parable or story method. 
The reason He did He described 
here at some length. It is pos- 
sible for people to have form with- 
out substance. Isn’t it a strange 
thing, when you had your mother 
by your side, you could have told 
her you loved her, you could have 
made her happy then. But when 
she has gone to Heaven and left 
only that cold form of the face 
and the poor, thin, blue-veined 
hands, then you come and keep 
over that form when she herself 
is gone. We think more of form 
many times than of the substance. 
We do for the form what we would 
not do for the real thing. Isn’t 
it strange that people get down 
and weep and call on because 
they so long to be able to speak 
in tongues. Then they are satis- 
fied if they talk in tongues, and 
they say, “I have the baptism,” 
but they never win souls, while in 
the Bible the baptism of the Holy 


cents. He will get the paper thir- 
teen weeks. But hundreds of you 
can pay and ought to pay $1.00 
for six trial subscriptions. Some 
can send $10.00 for sixty trial sub- 
scriptions, and I hope you will. 


Don't forget — 

1 13-weeks subscription, 20c 
6 trial subscriptions for $1.00. 
12 trial subscriptions for $2.00. 
30 trial subscriptions for $5.00. 


Will not some godly man or 
woman subscribe for all the Chris- 
tian workers in his church? Will 
not someone send trial subscrip- 
tions to sixty unsaved families for 
$10.00 7 

Pray about it and then do what 
the Lord leads you to do, and ex- 
pect a blessing. Send all subscrip- 
tions to The Sword of the Lord, 201 
East Tenth Street, Dallas, Texas. 


Spirit at Pentecost meant that 
three thousand souls were saved. 
I say, our custom is to be satis- 
fied with some outward appearance 
but with no substance. 

So many people get the letter of 
the Scripture but never really un- 
derstand the Word of God. Je- 
sus said He spoke to the people 
in parables, because some harden 
their hearts, some close their eyes 
so they cannot see, and stop their 
ears so they cannot hear lest they 
should understand and be convert- 
ed and He should heal them. For 
that reason Jesus said He spoke 
the Word in parables. 

This is a strange thing, the gos- 


pel cooperates with your heart. If 
you have a heart that is wicked 
and does not want to know the 
truth, it is amazing how much 
truth can be poured out and not a 
bit of it soak in. I never get over 
being amazed at the fact that some 
people read Scripture after Scrip- 
ture and it never gets into their 
hearts. One man over the radio 
this morning quoted part of John 
3:16 where it tells of God’s love, 
but he never got the idea that one 
may be saved by grace through 
faith. Isn’t that strange? Do you 
know why it is that people pray 
to the virgin Mary to intercede 
with Jesus to save them? They 
have the form but no meaning. 
They have hardened their hearts 
lest they be converted and healed. 
Their ears are stopped lest they 
really hear and their eyes are 
blinded lest they really see. Jesus 
said that was why He spoke to 
them in parables. 

Then in this parable you will 
expect many people to get the 
story, which is a beautiful story, 
but they will get only the bare 
outside facts and get no spiritual 
blessing. They are drawn no near- 
er to God and get no real bless- 
ing from the scriptures that God 
gave. So He said, I speak in par- 
ables. You can get a form, the 
outer story, in your heart, and 
those who are spiritually-minded 
can get the spiritual lesson, too. 
May God open your heart this 
morning. May you see how im- 
portant it is to get the spirit of 
the scriptures as well as the let- 
ter of the scriptures! 

Now then I want you to com- 
pare and notice the parable of the 
sower. There are four different 
kinds of people who hear the gos- 
pel and these are illustrated by the 
four different places that the seed 
fell: when the sower went out to 
sOW. 


"Some Seed Fell By the Wayside” 


“A sower went forth to sow—” 
That is like a preacher preaching 
the gospel, or a missionary teach- 
ing the heathen 


a: we ae 
| (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


- PAGE Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 15, 1940 


“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW” 
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school teacher Sunday by Sunday 
teaching a class. ‘inat is like a 
mother drilling into the hearts or 
her children tne word of God. “A 
sower went forth to sow.” How 
many, Many times in dealing witn 
my children — isn’t it strange and 
too bad they don’t listen. my cnhui- 
dren have better forgetters tnan 
rememberers. And 1 would have 
‘to say it, their tather has a bet- 
ter forgetter than a rememoberer, 
too, On, yes! So cnilaren torge.. 
And the truth of tne matter 1s, 
when 1 preach to grown peupie, 
they forget, too. ‘this 18 wnat ve- 
sus said: 

“Benoid, a sower went forth to 
S0oW; and when he sowed, some 
seeds fell by the way side, and wie 
fowls came and devoured them up: 
Some feil upon stony piaces where 
they had not mucn, earth: and 
forthwith they sprung up, because 
they had no deepness of eartn: 
And when the sum was up, tney 
were scorched; and because tney 
had no root, they witherea away. 
And some fell among tnorns; anu 
the thorns sprung up, and cnoxkeu 
them: But other teil into good 
ground, and brought forth truit, 
some an hundredtoid, some sixty- 
fold, some thirtyfold. Who hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.” 


What did that mean? Jesus ex- 
plained it this way: 


“Hear ye therefore the parable 
of the sower. When any one hear- 
eth the word of the kingdom, and 
understandeth it not, then cometh 
the wicked one, and catcheth away 
that which was sown in his heart. 
This is he which received seed by 
the way side. But he that received 
the seed into stony places, the 
same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet 
hath he not root—in_himself, but 
dureth for a while: for when tribu- 
lation or persecution ariseth be- 
cause of the word, by and by he is 
offended. He also that received seed 
among thorns is he that heareth 
the word; and the care of this 
world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, choke the word, and he be- 
cometh unfruitful. But he that re- 
ceived seed into the good ground 
is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also bear- 
eth fruit, and bringeth forth, some 
an hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” 7 

In the first place, I want to say 
to you, my Christian friends, that 
every time you go out to sow, you 
are going to waste some seed. A 
lot of people are not going to hear 
the gospel. But you ought to sow 
it and keep on visiting even if you 
don’t get the pupils in your Sunday 
school class. We are concerned be- 
cause we feel that some of our 
money we put in for the Lord does 
not amount to anything. In this 
building we will have some seats 
on many Sundays that are not 
filled, just as there are seats here 
not filled now. I will preach to 
many men who are never convert- 
ed. We will waste some seed, yet 
we must sow beside all waters. 

Now here is what happens. By 
the side of every sinner who comes 
in here to hear the gospel, the 
devil sits down. He says, ‘‘Move 
over.” And the sinner says, “Sure, 
Buddy, I’m glad to have you.” I 
put the gospel message or a verse 
of Scripture in his heart. Or may- 
be it is a plaintive melody of an 
invitation hymn, sung by the choir. 
But the devil is right there and 
he gets the sinner to look out of 
the window, or makes him think, 
“What about that business tomor- 
row?” And, sinner, the devil will 
take your mind away, or he will 
take the word out of your heart 
just like a bird that comes and 
catches away the seed when a farm- 
er sows it. That is what often 
happens to seed sown by the way- 
side. The und is not broken 
up and the seed doesn’t get down 
into the dirt. A sower goes out and 
sows broadcast. If he does, some 
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will fail by the wayside and the 
birds will come and get the seed. 

Some gospel that is preacned 
never gets any further than that. 
It is torgotten before men leave 
the churcn house. Or warnings of 
a& godly mother are forgotten just 
as soon as they leave her lips. 


One young man, when I was in 
a& revival meeting at Rooseveit, 
Oklahoma, heard his mother at the 
dinner tabie urge him with prayer 
and tears to turn to Christ and be 
Saved. He only laughed about it 
and in an hour’s ume he was 
dead — killed by a treight train: 
Oh, people do not always listen. 
Some seed is taken away. 


Listen to me, here today there 
are some unsaved. Whoever you 
are, if you are not a Cnhristian, 
if you are not born again, if you 
are not a child of God, you must 
beware to fix your attention for 
the devil is here to see that you 
do not hear, 

I think lots of Christians are 
spoiled. You are spoiled by my 
preaching, somewhat. I go to a 
good deai of pains to try to get 
young people not to talk in the 
services and you think I am hard 
boiled. I am not. I am merciful 
and kind. I am trying to plant the 
seed so the devil will not take it 
away. You think I am a fanatic 
when I run down the aisles and 
try to make you hear. I want you 
to hear! You don’t voluntarily hear. 
I do not often get voluntary atten- 
tion or intentional attention. It 
is hard to make up your mind to 
hard work. People don’t have it in 
their hearts to get everything 
preachers say. They do not put 
the outline down on paper, and+put 
down every verse and look up ev- 
ery Scripture. That takes hard 
work and attention is hard to get. 
Most people don’t give it. Preach- 
ers must fight to make people give 
attention. The devil doesn’t want 
you to hear and be convicted and 
saved, so people must deal against 
that. That is one reason why I do 
plain, sharp preaching against sin. 
If I didn’t make somebody mad, 
the devil would get the seed. If 
I didn’t stick it in so deep you 
would soon forget it. But I put 
a fish-hook on to make it catch. I 
put cockleburs in it to make it stick. 
Many, many times I have said 
things almost insulting in order 
some way to plant the seed so deep 
the devil will never get it. If need 
be, I try to plant it where it will 
fester and make a sore so you will 
never get away from it. God said 
a lot of seed would be wasted. The 
devil is there beside you to take 
it away, to take it out of your 
heart, so beware. 

Oh, how much attention you 
ought to give then, first of all to 
understand. You ought to be care- 
ful to understand and to pay at- 
tention. I try to make the sense 
plain by giving you line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a little, as the Bible 
says. I ought to come and preach 
again on the plan of salvation. I 
ought to preach again on the 
dance. Nearly everybody here has 
heard me preach on the dance, but 
I ought to come again and preach 
on it. It slipped the other time. 
Some of you weren’t here, maybe. 
Others were here but have forgot- 
ten or didn’t pay any attention. 


.And now something comes up and 


you find you didn’t get the answer 
to it. -Again and again and again 
and again with children in the 
home yeu go over the same lessons, 
repeatedly. The teacher in the 
Sunday school class ought to do 
it again and again, for the devil 
is there to steal the seed out of 
their hearts. Do your best now, 
for one day you won't have a 
chance. Be sure they understand. 
The devil will keep people from 
understanding the truth. Some 
people go to church forty years and 
still believe they are saved by good 
works. The devil is there to see 
that they don’t believe the Bible 
and don’t understand the Bible. 
Understanding the Bible is a simple 
thing for a spiritual heart. The Bi- 
ble is simply written. Nothing 
could be plainer than it is. Take 
John 3:16 for instance: “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 
What could be plainer than that? 
Or turn to the sixteenth chapter of 
Acts and there you find: “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.’ What could 
be plainer than that? But people 
don’t get it and we must pray for 
them. The preacher must pray for 


— 


the hearers that they will under- 
stand the Word that the devil is 
trying to keep them from under- 
standing. | 

Notice another thing. The devil 
is right there to distract the mind 
of tnose who hear. I felt led to 
pray a little while ago about the 
radio program we had early this 
morning. Many times people hear 
and are convicted and we must 
pray that the power of God will 
continue on the Word that was 
preached, that the Word may be- 
come fruitful. 


There are certain details of my 
preaching in the North that please 
me greatly. The northerners are 
pienty siow but when they do 
something, they mean* business. If 
a fellow in some areas says, “Yes, 
I will come to Christ,” that means 
he will quit his business if it is 
the wrong kind; it means never 
smoking another cigarette. If he 
is going to be a Christian, that 
means he must act like a Christian. 
And in many cases it means no 
more paint on a woman’s face. 
They mean business. They are 
Slow, but many give a direct atten- 
tion to my preaching that brings 
real results later. 

Again and again I have gotten 
letters from Mr. Sheriff, secretary 
of the Christian Business Men's 
Committee of Chicago, saying so 
and so has written that he has 
been saved, saved that night after 
he went home or meditated on it two 
weeks later and was saved. A good 
father showed me a letter showing 
how his boy heard me on the radio 
last February when I preached on 
Hell. He went home convicted in 
his heart but didn’t surrender to 
Christ. He went on until April and 
then was saved. He didn’t settle it 
when he heard me in February in 
the theatre. So, then, let’s pray 
when you hear the gospel preached, 
pray that the Holy Spirit will keep 
the devil from stealing away the 
seed. We ought to be in prayer 
warfare, in a battle, begging the 
Holy Spirit to drive away the birds 
of inattention and lack of inter- 
est that steal the seed of the gos- 
pel and hold on to God in prayer 
as we sow. If you sowed seed and 
didn’t put out any scarecrows, the 
crows may get your seed. If God 
doesn’t rain upon it, you will have 
no crops. Pray that God will give 
the things necessary that the seed 
may bring forth fruit later. 


If you are not saved, then you 
had better beware. Except you 
now heed and give the more ear- 
nest heed, you will let the things 
I am saying slip and you will go 
away unsaved, for the devil sits 
beside you this morning to take 
every word out of your heart that 
I give you. 


The Seed In Stony Hearts 


Then some seed fell in stony 
places, the Scripture said where 
they had not much earth. 

Now here again is some wasted 
seed. But Christians, let’s sow be- 
side all waters. I can’t see any- 
one’s heart, so I must preach to 
all that God loves all. If I had one 
thousand men before me and I 
knew that none of them would be 
saved, and knew that all of them 
would go to Hell, I would preach 
to them the gsopel anyway, be- 
cauSe God will have it as a witness 
against them that He loves them 
and did His best. I will have it as 
I come before them, that God loved 
them and that I wanted them to 
love Jesus Christ and be saved. 


“Blessed are ye that sow beside 
all waters” (Isa. 32:20). Preach 
the gospel in season and out of 
season, the Scripture says (II Tim. 
4:2). You will find some hard 
and stony hearts, those who have 
gone long in sin and who are en- 
amoured with the pleasures of 
this world, occupied with money- 
making, absorbed in other things 
and have no heart for the gospel. 
When Jesus was crucified the sol- 
diers kneeled down and cast lots 
for His garments. They did not 
care for the groans of Christ, our 
Saviour, nor the dripping of blood. 
How strange it is that a man hard- 
ens his heart after hearing that 
God loves him and that Jesus died 
for him. Here we find that they 
sowed some seed in stony ground. 
This is a surprising thing. Some 
people who are not saved will ac- 
cept the proposition quicker than 
those who really accept Christ and 
are saved. Here the Scripture 
says, “And forthwith they sprung 
up, because they had no deepness 
of earth.” This soil was too shal- 
low, the seed was right on top 
of the ground. Jesus explained that 
by saying, “But he that received 
the seed into stony places, the 


Lodge Articles to Be 
Printed in Pamphlet 
Form; big Demand 


The reaction to the series of 
articles run in The Sword of the 
Lord on “Lodges kixamined By the 
Bible” has been terrinc, going even 
beyond our expectations. 

Lodge peopie have read the ar- 
ticles, somme.umes, with bitter re- 
sentment. DValias lodge members 
got out an anonymous circular, 
Siandering the editor and trying 
to disrupc the work and organize 
peopie against any preacher who 
mignt come to Dallas wno opposed 
the 10dges, Ulgarecte-smokKeis, pic- 
ture snow-goers and lodge mem- 
bers wno resent piain bivie teacn- 
ing and preaching against worldli- 
ness, tried to discourage sucn pian 
preaching against sin. but their 
anonymous attack failed, and now 
no one can be found wno wiil 
claim it. ‘khe church continues on 
the high ground it has taken from 
the first, and will follow its new 
pastor who had aiready been elect- 
ed wholeheartedly. Of course the 
lodges felt freer to act since I was 
leaving the pastorate for evan- 
gelistic work, but the people stood 
tast, thank God! 

Some dear Christian friends 
were greatly concerned by the 
threats of lodge members that they 
would follow me over the United 
States to block revivals and hinder 
my influence. The threats were not 
surprising. Members of some lodg- 
es are sworn to do exactly that 
kind of work. But happily, re- 
vivals depend not upon the good 
will of worldly church members 
or unconverted lodge members, 
but depend upon the miracle-work- 


same is he that heareth the word, 
and anon with joy receiveth it.” 
They are glad to hear it. “I like 
that preacher,’’ somebody says. 

“But dureth for a while: for 
when tribulation or . persecution 
ariseth because of the word, by 
and by he is offended.” 

Here is a man whose heart is as 
hard as a stone and he doesn’t have 
much deepness of earth, he hasn’t 
yet developed, his conscience hasn’t 
been stirred and broken. He hasn’t 
a searching of heart and a long- 
ing for God. He hears the gospel 
in one service. He says, “That is 
fine.” He takes it, does it quickly, 
but that does not mean he is saved. 
Anyone who does Christian work 
and deals with people had just as 
well face some things. Not every- 
body is saved that says he is saved. 
Not everybody is saved who takes 
your hand and says, “Yes, I will 
trust Christ as my Saviour.” Not 
everybody is saved who joins a 
church. If this Scripture means 
anything, it certainly means there 
are multitudes of people who 
quickly, without any real root in 
themselves, say, “Yes,’”’ when they 
don’t mean yes. Later on they fall 
away because they have never been 
anywhere. This Scripture certain- 
ly means some people are not saved 
who would appear to be saved. 
That is the same thing Jesus 
taught in Matthew, chapter seven, 
when He said some would say, 
“Lord, Lord, open to us,” and Jesus 
said, “I will say to them, Depart 
from me ye workers of iniquity, I 
never knew you.” There are peo- 
ple who do religious work that God 
never knew. There are people who 
have been baptized but Jesus never 
knew them. There are people who 
said, “Lord, Lord,” there are peo- 
ple who have worked in His name, 
people who did church work and 
did Sunday school work and gave 
money and did wonderful things 
and did it in Jesus’ name, and yet 
were never saved. They had a 
change outside but no change in- 
side. They had reform, but were 
not reborn. And here Jesus gave 
ample warning about that business. 

Oh, my people, hear me today! 
You had better be more serious 
about this business of soul winning. 
I think I have been guilty in some 
degree. Sometimes we say some- 
thing like this: “You know Jesus 
died for you.- Will you trust Him 
as your Saviour?” And they say, 
“Yes.” “Well, shake hands with 
me, then.” And maybe in those 
simple words people have been 
saved. Many, many times I know 
they have been. If their hearts 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 
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ing power of the Holy Spirit. And 
God is not bound. I promise that, 
God helping me, we will take the 
messages against this Christ-de- 
nying, false religion of the lodges, 
this enemy and substitute for the 
churches of Jesus Christ — we 
will take the messages exposing 
their sin to the peopie wider than 
any attack the lodges can make on 
any evangelist or soul winner who 
stands true to God, 

But almost all the response is 
favorable, more than we could 
Lroresee, 

brom many, many sources come 
pleas that we print in pamphlet 
form these messages. In two days, 


tor example, there were eight let- 


ters from Lutheran pastors, and 
many others have come since from 
Lutnerans and Christians of many 
other faiths. Best of all, we have 
received word from many who are 
quitting the lodges. 

Your hearts will be touched, I 
think, by this letter from Roblyn 
Street, St. Paul, Minnesota. The 
letter follows: | 


‘“‘Dear Brother Rice: 

“I do hope you have your 
articles on lodges put in book- 
let form. 

“I had about the same ex- 
perience as you did in the 
lodge, I spent good money to 
get in that I might make some 
gain, but the first night one 
man came to me and said, 
‘Now isn’t this better than 
church?’ I was not saved at 
that time, but that turned me 
against lodges. All that you 
have written about lodges is 


true. I praise God for your 
courage. Keep up the good 
work, 

(Signed) “C— S—.” 


From Blanchard, Oklahoma, is 
another letter that shows how the 
lodges pretend to lead people 
toward God but how they fail to 
satisfy the longing for a new heart 
and forgiveness and personal 
knowledge of Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour. 

‘“‘Dear Brother Rice: 

“T have been reading your 
articles on the lodges with 
great interest, and I surely can 
see the fallacy in a Christian 
belonging to a lodge. 

“I myself am a thirty-second 
degree Mason and can under- 
stand what you have been talk- 
ing about. The main reason I 
took the higher degrees in Ma- 
sonry was that I was troubled 
in soul and thought perhaps I 
would find something that 
would give me ease of con- 
science, 

“I had been doubting my 
salvation, as to whether I had 
ever been saved or ever could 
be. I imagined I had commit- 
ted the unpardonable sin and 
everything else imaginable. I 
was told that there was great- 
er light in taking the higher 
degrees. This I did. But I did 
not find that something for 
which I was yearning. Mason- 
ry does not tell anyone about 
Jesus Christ. It doesn’t point 
them to the cross of Christ 
where men can find peace of 
soul and mind. 

“Brother Rice, may God's 
richest blessing be on your 
ministry, yourself, and family. 

“I was made sad to know 
you are leaving Dallas, but 
perhaps you can get more 
souls saved to give all your 
time to evangelistic work. 
After all, that is what counts. 

“I desire your prayers. 

“Your friend, 

(Signed) “C— B— S—’” 

The article is now in the hand 
of publishers and we hope it will 
be printed soon, It will make a 
pamphlet of one hundred or more 
pages, will be printed on good pa- 
per and with a nice colored cover. 
As soon as possible, we will an- 
nounce the publication and begin 
to scatter it to the thousands who 
are waiting for it. 


Meantime, do not forget to pray 
that we may have boldness and 
the power of the Holy Spirit and 
that we may always speak in love 
for men as well as love for the 
truth and for God, 

Take courage, my brother. God 
is with plain preaching. He will 
bless the man who risks every- 


thing just to preach exactly what | 
— Holy Spirit lays on his heart, 


be true to the Bible, and to 
win souls from Satan. You may 
suffer some, but if you suffer in 
Jesus’ name, you will see good fruit 
for your labor. Be true to the Bi- 
ble and the God of the Bible will 


be true to you. 
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PAGE THREE 


“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW” | 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


were not stony, they have been. 
It is that simple. If the heart real- 
ly turns to Cnrist and is changed, 
if they meant what they saia, it 
was genuine, and they have been 
saved. but there are many cases 
when it wasn’t genuine. 


Many times a fellow has said to 
me, “xes, I will do it.” But when 
I began to lay on hard that this 
means to come out openly and fol- 
low Christ in baptism and iet nis 
light shine, then that one says, “I 
am not ready, yet.” Many personal 
workers have had that experience. 
They took your hand and said they 
would accept Christ as Saviour, 
and when you began to press the 
matter of coming out openly and 
confessing Christ and being bap- 
tized and joining the church and 
witnessing for Christ and living a 
new life, then they say, “I am 
not ready yet.” I have had that 
happen many times, 


“What Jesus is saying is that 
lots of people with joy receive the 
Word but don’t receive Christ in 
the heart. It springs up like seed 
on top of the ground. It sprouts, 
but it has no root in itself. So it 
represents a man who has never 
really been saved. I tell you right 
now, I am becoming more and 
more concerned that in the church 
people know nothing about a real 
change of heart, and being really 
born again. I ask you again in 
Jesus’ name, whether you have 
root in yourself. Are you one that 
loses out when something goes 


wrong, and turns your back on. 


God because you got mad at the’! 


preacher? Listen, I am convinced 


a lot of people who are really 
saved are only baby Christians. On) 


Sundays when I am gone you stay 
away from church because the pas- | 


tor is going to be away. And I| 
come back the next Sunday and_/| 


you are at church. I tell you now, 


it may be that kind are not saved. 
Then this Scripture says, “For 
when tribulation or persecution 
ariseth because of the Word, by 
and by he is offended.” Did you 
know some people look like good 
Christians until they have a sick 
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spell? Did you ever know anybody 
who came to church until they had 
a sick spell, and then when they 
got well they did not come back to 
church? I have known some. Or 
if somebody mistreated them, it 
doesn’t. have to be the preacher, 
nor even a church member, but 
they were mistreated and then they 
quit God. Do you remember cases 
like that? It may be they are not 
saved. The Scripture says that 
some seed falls on stony ground 
and has no root in itself. They 
haven’t any change, they never 
have been a new creature in Christ. 
They get along fine until some- 
thing happens and then they are 
off the track and are gone. 


I tell you, my friend, if you are 
saved, you had better learn to be a 
steadfast Christian, the kind that 
will go on for God. If I were 
you, even if I were disappointed 
in every preacher on topside of 
earth, 1 would say, “Jesus Christ 
saved me, the preacher didn’t. 
And next Sunday morning I will 
be.in church for Jesus Christ and 
give a tithe for Jesus Christ, and 
have family altar for Jesus Christ, 
and I will be winning souls for Je- 
sus Christ, preacher or no preach- 
er, church or no church,” You had 
better beware if you are the kind 
of Christian, that when the church 
house burns down, says, “I will 
look for an easy way out.” Or if 
somebody in the church does some- 
thing you don’t like then you quit, 
you had better beware. In the first 
place, the Scripture indicates you 
may not be saved. And if you are 
saved you are just a weak child 
with the carnal nature on top. You 
haven't won the victory over the 
carnal nature in your life. You 
had better come to Christ all over 
again and receive Him as your 
Saviour and Lord. 


Listen, we ought to be more than 


a crowd who comes here with a 


preacher to preach. We ought to 
be one body, members one of an- 
other. If I am not here, what does 
that matter? God is here. Enough 
Christians ought to be here every 
time to pray down the power of 


_God whether you have any preach- 
-er or no preacher. It ought to be 
‘in this church as in some church- 


es where they have laymen hold 
the pulpit successfully. There ought 
to be laymen in the church that 
could hold a pulpit successfully and 
could give an interesting message, 
and a message God would bless. 
We are young, we are babies, and 
we haven’t developed the kind of 
spirit that people say, “I am going 
to church and put in my tithe and 
sit on my seat and fill my place, 
preacher or no preacher. The 
church Jesus died for the 
church and bought it with His own 
blood, and if you have any kind of 
a preacher or no preacher, there 
ought to be certain groups of; peo- 
ple praying just the same, no mat- 
ter who is here, and you ought to 
expect to meet God at church. Then 
anybody you have who is an open- 
minded, good Christian will give a 
real message of God, and you will 
not need somebody to prize you up 
and pour it on and make you have 
a good time whether you intended 
to or not, and warm you up enough 
so you will say, “Amen.” 


What the church needs is not 
more preachers, but we need people 
in the pews who have the power of 
God, people who have roots in 
themselves and can bring God to 
church and not come to church to 
see if the preacher can bring God. 
God comes with you. The Scrip- 
ture said, “This people have no 
root in themselves.” I wonder to- 
day, are you.one of these Chris- 
tians with a stony heart? Do you 
have much trouble with your 
heart? I will tell you now why 
people are away from God. You 
need not tell me that it is be- 
cause a man is so moral that he 
has a hard heart. No, it is be- 
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cause he has a heart that is against 
God and loves sin! It is a stony 
heart that turns down Jesus! That 
is the reason John the Baptist says, 
“God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham.” 
May God give us tender hearts, 
hearts of fiesh instead of hearts 
of stone, 


(1 am glad you are getting hot. 
I said to the Lord last night, “Lord, 
I didn’t get gas heat in the tem- 
porary tabernacle this week and I 
am sorry.’ I hesitated, and I didn’t 
want to spend money, but I have 
been praying like a good boy. I 
said, “Lord, it is too late now to 
get a man out there.” And at the 
breakfast table I asked the family 
to join me in prayer, and I am sure- 
ly glad it is getting warmer. I 
really prayed about it. I prayed, 
“Lord, make it so nobody will take 
cold without any heat.” We will 
get some gas pipe in here by next 
Sunday, so I won’t have to be 
apologizing to the Lord about it.) 


What I started to say was about 
our stony hearts. We do not for- 
give because we have stony hearts. 
Oh, the melting heart of God 
toward sinners! Oh, the gentle 
heart of Jesus and His long suffer- 
ing and His mercy! If I have 
wronged you and I come to you and 
you don’t forgive me, your trouble 
is a stony heart. And if you come 
to me and I don’t forgive you, the 
trouble with me is a stony heart. 
And if you don’t come to me, and 
I hold it against you, it is still the 
same thing, a stony heart. Some- 
body here this morning is angry 
with me. I can tell by the way you 
look at me. If you don’t come and 
ask me to forgive you, you are 
going to have trouble. If you don’t 
stay angry with me, God will for- 
give you. 

So it is stony hearts the reason 
people are not saved. Christian, if 
you win souls, you know what I 
have been talking about. People 
come forward and I try to make 
it clear that salvation is only by 
faith in Christ alone, and what 
they have to do is to trust Him, 
and they are saved now. If there 
is a man who will say, “Sure, I 
will do that,” a good many times 
I say, “Don’t you want to kneel 
down here and tell Him so?” You 
can be saved anywhere, and you 
don’t have to kneel down and cry 
to be saved, but I tell you now, it 
pays to count the cost and find out 
if you really mean business. 

You folks who go out in per- 
sonal soul winning—-I am glad 
you do, that is wonderful. But if 
you mean business you will land 
them in the baptistry and they will 
be in Church next Sunday morn- 
ing. There is something bad wrong 
with any kind of Christianity that 
doesn’t have anything happen to 
the one who claims to trust in 
Christ. The trouble is that a lot of 
the people in the church have nev- 
er been anywhere. They haven’t any 
root in themselves. You had better 
beware and make sure that you are 
not like that. How are you going 
to know you are saved if you don’t 
live any different? How will you 
know you are saved? With joy 
you received the Word. I know 
you are saved when you trust Je- 


CONVENTION FORCES SEEK- 
ING TO SEIZE PROPERTY OF 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 
PRINCETON, INDIANA, BE- 
CAUSE THEY NO LONGER 
SUPPORT THE NORTHERN 
BAPTIST CONVENTION 


Tuesday night I spoke at the 
High School gymnasium at Boon- 
ville, Indiana, on They Shall Look 
On Him Whom They Have 
Pierced. A good many ministers 
and Christian workers were gath- 
ered in this little town. 


Attending the court sessions were 
some partisans of the Indiana 
Baptist Convention and the North- 
ern Baptist Convention, seeking to 
take away the property of the 
First Baptist Church of Princeton, 
Indiana, of which Rev. Ford Porter 
is the pastor. Of a membership 
of 450, Convention leaders have se- 
cured the help of about twenty- 
five, and this is the third time they 
have brought the church and pas- 
ter into Court, claiming that the 
twenty-five are the First Baptist 
Church and the 425, who voted to 
cease supporting and cooperating 
with the modernism of the North- 
ern Baptist Convention, and to af- 
filiate with the General Association 
of Regular Baptist Churches, are 
no longer a real Baptist Church. 
The Church has continued its work, 
the attendance has continued good, 
souls have been saved and God has 
put His approval upon the work. 
Convention leaders do not say that 
the church is doing less good, 
teaching less Scripture or winning 
fewer souls. They simply seek to 
make this church an object lesson 
by taking away the property, and 
so to frighten other churches into 
continued cooperation with the 
Convention, 


It seems likely that the church 
and pastor will be protected by 
the courts and that the little hand- 
ful, who disliked the pastor’s plain 
preaching against sin and modern- 
ism and the Convention Leaders, 
who are using this little handful 
of disgruntled members, will lose. 

We feel there is need for a 
solemn warning against the grow- 
ing overlordship of denomination- 


sus Christ alone, but I tell you, 
real, genuine faith puts a root in- 
side and makes a difference in your 
life, 


Next, some of the seed fell 
among the thorns. That is a sad 
thing. When I was a boy I lived 
on a farm with a hundred acre 
field. There was a big eleven- 
hundred-acre pasture for outside 
stock, but there was only one hun- 
dred acres of field in that dry west 
Texas country. And it was all 
ordinary ground except one place. 
Down across the corner of that 
field, deep in the valley, we planted 
some cane, and it grew ten and 
eleven feet high. There wasn’t any 
way to cut it unless you cut it by 
hand. My, my! I used to sit do¢n 
in the cane patch and chew that 
can and the juice would run out 
of the corners of my mouth. My, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


New Pastor at Gali- 
lean Baptist Church 


Dr. Robert J. Wells from Water- 
loo, Iowa, who has accepted the 
call to the pastorate of the Galilean 
Baptist Church, will occupy the 
pulpit Sunday, March i7th. The 
subject on Sunday morning will 
be “Entering New Fields For 
Him,” a message that will have 
reference to the plans for the fu- 
ture of the church, And in the 
evening service the subject is 
“The Death of the Cross,” an evan- 
gelistic message. 


Let every member and friend of 
the church be present to welcome 
Dr. Wells and his family. Sunday 
school meets at 9:30 with a place 
for everyone. Morning worship at 
10:45. Sunday evening at 6:30 
our young people will study the 
subject of “Giving.” Let every 
church member give his best to 
the Master in the days to come. 
Pray that there will come a mighty 
revival, with many saved in Dal- 
las. 


al headquarters. In most denomi- 
nations local congregations do not 
own their own buildings, do not 
call their own pastor, do not de- 
cide their own destiny. In Baptist 
churches, however, this fr m, 
this independence, has been in- 
sisted upon through these cen- 
turies. Baptist churches are in- 
dependent little republics. Each 
member has a right to a vote and 
influence, and no pope nor bishop 
nor denominational secretary has 
any right to dictate to the peo- 
ple either as to doctrine or meth- 
od. Let Baptist churches hold fast 
to their independence, let them in- 
sist that title to church property 
be held always by the local con- 
gregation, never by denomination- 
al headquarters. Let them insist 
that churches ordain preachers, not 
conventions nor associations nor 
committees. Let local independent 
congregations remember that the 
Holy Spirit Himself is the admin- 
istrator of the affairs of the local 
church; through His leadership, the 
churches can prayerfully call God’s 
man as pastor and follow His lead- 
ership. 

Let readers pray for Brother 
Ford Porter and the First Baptist 
Church of Princeton, Indiana, and 
that the attention of Christian peo- 
ple everywhere will be drawn to 
the importance of being free from 
the deadly domination of denom- 
inational headquarters that are 
controlled by modernists and unbe- 
lievers. 

Dr. W. B. Riley, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Minne- 
apolis, has written a timely and 
telling editorial on this case and 
subject in the current issue of The 
Pilot, Bible study magazine of the 
Northwestern Bible and Mission; 
ary Training School. 
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“Seven years ago he came to the 


PAGE FOUR 


Blessings at 


Evansville 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


faithful pianist and helper, wore a 
beautiful corsage, and flowers dec- 
orated the platform in honor of 
the occasion. 

A most remarkable feature, how- 
ever, was the testimony meeting 
of former converts of the Mission. 
They were there from far and 
near. Some testified that they were 
saved the night before and others 
a few nights before and others 
testified telling how they had 
found Christ seven, fifteen, even 
twenty years before, in the Rescue 
Mission. One soul-winning evan- 
gelist, Rev. Maurice Davis of 
Madisonville, Kentucky, told how 
he was wonderfully saved, after 
breaking his mother’s heart, driv- 
ing his father to suicide, after 
wasting $1,000.00 on sin in one 
month, after he had tried the 
Keeley Cure, after being committed 
to the insane asylum, after at- 
tempting suicide! He was a victim 
of the dope habit as well as drink. 
But that night in the Rescue Mis- 
sion he found Christ. “Brother 
Reveal put him to mopping floors 
and watched over him like a baby. 
He said he was in seven prayer 
meetings the first day after he was 
saved! But since that day he has 
never tasted. liquor, never had a 
needle in his veins, never smoked 
a cigarette. God has used him to 
win many souls up and down the 
land and his testimony is powerful. 
With him were other drunkards he 
had won to Christ. Brother Davis’ 
wife was also saved in the Mission. 


Another convert of the Mission, 
was a business man from Chicago, 
a Mr. Conn, whose initials I do not 
remember. He has an important 
position with a large company. 


Mission, riding into Evansville on 
a coal car. Filthy and unkempt, 
he was taken into the Mission 
where he was cleaned up and won 
to Christ. He was given a suit — 
the man was present Friday night, 
who had supplied the suit seven 
years ago. After some days at the 
Mission, he went out into the world 
to make a living and now has an 
important job, has a lovely family, 
drives a fine car, and best of all, he 
is a regular worker in a Rescue 
Mission in Chicago and has been 
used of God to win scores and 
scores of sinners. What a heart- 
warming illustration of the power 
of a good Rescue Mission! That 
was only the third time he had 
been back to the Evansville Rescue 
Mission since he had found Christ 
there. 


Some of the converts were Sun- 
day school teachers in various 
churches; their testimonies were 
remarkable and proved that al- 
though Rescue Missions usually 
deal primarily with the “down-and- 
out,” yet they do a blessed and 
permanent work. The blood of 
Christ does just as wonderful 
things for a tramp, a bum, as it 
does for a respected business man 
or a cultured and protected woman. 
And we must remember that sin- 
ners are all the same kind of sin- 
ners in God’s sight — Christ-re- 
jecting, Hell-deserving, already- 
condemned sinners! 


The Evansville Rescue Mission, 
however, is different from many 
Rescue Missions in that it min- 
isters to all classes of society and 
great crowds of the best people in 
Evansville, members of various 
churches, attend regularly and 
often at times when there are no 
services at their churches. The 
business men of the town have a 
great respect for Brother Reveal 
and the high class work the Mis- 
sion does for society. 

The program was long Friday 
night. The Jericho Colored Singers 
sang several numbers. About forty 
converts from far and near gave 
testimonies, some of them neces- 
sarily long. Pledge cards were 
passed for the Mission, and we 
took some time taking the offering, 
since it was the annual time to 
provide, as far as possible, for the 
year. So it was about 9 o’clock 
before I began to preach. Although 
I compressed the sermon the best 
I could, it was not long until 10:00 
when I came to the invitation time. 
The audience was crowded. They 
had listened to more than two 
hours of program. I feared to have 
people stand for the invitation, 
knowing full well that some of 
them would break away and leave, 


and we would 
had given 


and =e 
of the service. I on 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“A SOWER WENT FORTH TO SOW” 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 


it was good! That soil was soggy. 
It would make the best crop of 
any portion in the field, that is, 
except for this. The weeds would 
take it in spite of all we could do. 
That part of the field stayed wet 
longer than the other did, We would 
have to dig it and dig it or the 
weeds would get it every year. If 
we didn’t cut them out, the thorns 
would take nearly anything we 
planted. 

This is a strange thing, but you 
find a man who has a pleasing 
personality and you say, “Wouldn’t 
he be wonderful for Jesus! If we 
could get that man saved, wouldn’t 
he be wonderful? But when you 
get him saved, he is still so crazy 
about making money, or so crazy 
about some kind of a hobby, or he 
is sO wrapped up in lodges until 
he isn’t worth a dime for God. He 
is saved, but the thorns choke the 
Word and he becomes unfvuitful. 
That is what the Scripture said, 
and Jesus explained it this way. 
“He also that received seed among 
the thorns is he that heareth the 
word; and the care of this world, 
and the deceitfulness of riches, 
choke the word, and he becometh 
unfruitful. Now here is a sad 
thing. Did you know that the best 
ground is the most apt to grow 
thorns? The best ground will grow 
the biggest thorns. Here is a bank- 
er. You get him saved, and you 
thought he would have a big in- 
fluence to win souls, but he is so 
wrapped up in his business that he 
never amounts to anything for 
God. Jesus, in talking about that, 
said, “How can a rich man be 
saved? It is harder for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of Heaven 
than for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle.” 

“But,” you say, ‘“‘Brother Rice, a 


camel can’t go through the eye of a | 
No, he can’t unless God | 
works a miracle. The love of money | 


needle,” 


is slavery, it is a wicked thing, it 
is of the devil. The love of money 
is the root of all evil, and you had 


better beware of it. And the man | 


who has the richest soil will grow 
the biggest thorns instead of grow- 
ing a crop if he doesn’t beware. 
All over the country people who 
are truly saved and can put their 
finger on the time when they real- 
ly trusted Jesus and received Him 
and was saved by grace — there 
are people all over the country 
like that who have never won a 
soul. 


of Commerce luncheons, with in- 
fluence and personality and train- 
ing, with executive gifts, some are 
used in big corporations; but they 
never have time to win one soul 
to Jesus Christ. If there ever was 


a tragedy it is a Christian who) 


has many gifts and those gifts are 
not given over to Jesus Christ. I 


the crucifixion, and with the peo- 
ple still seated, we had prayer and 
then I asked all who would im- 
mediately turn from sin and be 
saved, trusting Christ alone for 
salvation, repenting of their sins, 
to stand to their feet. It was 
electrifying to see eleven people 
stand to their feet, a good many 
of them with tears and sobs. Then 
I asked them to come and gather 
about me at the altar, and ten of 
them did. Some were men who 
had come to the mission for a 
night’s lodging, men in _ soiled 
clothes and with unshaven faces. 
A lovely woman came, dressed in 
a nice fur coat, and stood weep- 
ing beside a bum who had also 
come to confess Christ. A little 
girl, an older girl of about sixteen, 
and then a mature young woman 
came, broken down and weeping, 
besides five men. Then I had the 
congregation stand and most of 
them stayed for an invitation song 
and God touched the hearts of 
others. How I thank Him for His 
power in holding the congregation 
and saving sinners in what seemed 
the hard way. 

The crowds ran as high as 800, 
I think, during the past week. It 
was my privilege to speak twenty- 
four times in eight days. There 
were about forty-six professions of 
faith, nearly all.of them in pub- 
lic services, mostly adults. A few 
of that number were backsliders 
making a new start for God, but 
most of them had never before 
trusted Christ nor claimed Him as 
Saviour. 

The editor has been invited to 
return next year and hopes that if 
Jesus tarries, God will permit us 
to have fellowship with these be- 
loved saints again. 


have a heavy burden on my heart 


for the young le in this 
church: Sam, Mad Noah, 
Ray Taylor. I have been talking 


to them and 


in 
for God while they are young. Oh, 
I don’t want their life to be grown 
up in weeds! It is a sin to have 
talents and not use them for God. 
If you love to sing, I would say if 
I were you, “God helping me, I will 
give my voice to God while I can.” 
I sing poorly I know, but under 
a chaparral tree in west Texas in 
January of 1913 I kneeled down 
and said, “Oh, God, if I can sing, 
You can have my singing. You 
can have my voice. If You want 
me to preach, I will be a preacher, 
and You can have what I have.” 
I am a poor, ordinary writer, but 
I said, “If God will give me a 
talent to write, I am going to 
write. If God calls me for revivals 
I am going to do it. If I can sing, 
I am going to sing.” I don’t want 
God to let thorns grow up in my 
life and choke out the fruit. They 
do in the lives of many Christians, 
though they have been really saved 
so that they never amount to any- 
thing for God. They can tell fool- 
ish jokes, but they can’t stand up 
and give a warm testimony for 
Jesus . They can sell a 
cemetery lot or a big saw table or 
a $10,000 life insurance policy, but 
they can’t get one sinner and sell 
him Jesus Christ, and He is free! 
Eternal life and salvation are free! 
God have mercy on us! How many 
of us are all full of thorns until 
we never get anybody saved! God 
help us! Oh, the cares of this 
world! 


After all, there is a lot of care, 
God knows it. I feel more tender 
than I used to about backslidden 
Christians. I skin them alive, but 
I love them. Oh, the care of this 
world! Everyone has to take care 
of his family. You have to be at 
work tomorrow morning at 7:30 
or 8:00 o’clock. You must be there 
on the dot rain or shine. You have 
to do it to look respectable and 
pay your bills. Oh, the cares of 
this world. But if you don’t be- 
ware, those very things that are 
necessary, that you never get away 
from, if you don’t beware, they 
will choke the Word and you will 
never win a soul, and you will have 


no fruit. Oh, the cares of this 


Some of them are the most | 
important speakers in the Chamber | 


world! There are a lot of bur- 
dens in this world. There is sick- 
ness and disease and death. I have 
found this thing, just as soon as 
someone goes to work for Jesus, 
the devil begins business. A lot 
of Christians start out, and then 
something happens. If you are not 
going to work for God even if 
something is happening, you are 
never going to work. If you can’t 
work for God when it is not con- 
venient, you will never work for 
God. The devil will see that it is 
not convenient. You will have 
trouble at home, or sickness, or 
you will lose money, or you will 
have to work on Sunday, or work 
at night, cr somebody will steal 
your machinery, or something will 
happen to you. If you don’t serve 
God with the devil after you, you 
will never serve God. 


I go to a football game once in 
a while. I saw a game Saturday 
night, and saw the boys make 
some good field runs. Do you know 
what made it interesting? It was 
not the running so fast, but what 
made it good was the running with 
somebody after you and pushing 
somebody in the face and getting 
out of the way and going on this 
way and dodging that guy, and 
keeping on going with them after 
you. The beauty isn’t in getting 
somewhere with nobody after you, 
but in getting there in spite of 
the devil and high water. Being 
a ‘Christian is not just getting 
along when everything goes fine, 
but you should say, “I don’t care 
if I do live in the world and work 
for a living, I have to be doubly 
cautious every day and not let 
them get the mastery. I know I’ 
will meet temptations and heart 
break, but all the time I have God 
living in me, and I am saved, and 
God said for me not to let the 
thorns choke out the gospel! I am 
going to live for Jesus Christ, and 
I am going to let my light shine, 
trouble or no trouble.” If you can’t 
do that, you wouldn’t be any good 
as a , anyway. You young 
folk might say if somebody would 
give you a thousand dollars to 
go to school on, so you could get all 


da with nice clothes, a nice, pret- 


ty shirt with figures in it and socks 
with clocks in them — you would 
fix Bras go to school. But you 
wouldn’t be. worth shooting when 
you got there! The cares of the 
world — if you have the cares of 
this world, you are not going to do 
much for God. Cares or no cares, 
I would say, “I am going to serve 
God and win souls.” If in your life 
you have had thorns and tempta- 
tions and sin, if you have made 
mistakes, had heartbreaks, God 
knows about that, but get busy, 
and God will help you. Break up 
your fallow ground. 

There is a judgment coming for 
everybody. There will be one judg- 
ment for sinners and another judg- 
ment for Christians. There will be 
a judgment of the people of God. 
God is going to bring you to judg- 
ment. Will somebody here volun- 
teer to come to judgment? All 
right, Grady is coming to judg- 
ment. (Grady Harding, a young 


preacher). Grady, you are al- 
ready saved; you are going to 
Heaven. Isn’t that right? Yes, 


you are saved by the blood. You 
ought to go to Hell, but you are 
going to Heaven. All right, he 
gets up there and sits down at the 
wedding table, and God says, ‘I 
want somebody to reign for me. 
I want somebody to reign over ten 
cities, and someone over five 
cities.” When Grady gets up there 
and the Lord looks up his record 
and sees that Grady worked so 
many months in the newspaper 
business, the Lord says, “Burn that 
up, that is no good! That time was 
wasted, that time wasn’t any 
good!” But that isn’t all: Grady 
covers the ground he stands on. 
He is not going to take any sass 
or anything. That is right, isn’t it 
Grady? At least that used to be so. 
(Grady: “It still is.”) But the 
Lord says, “That is nothing but 
trash and stubble; burn it up!”’ 
Don’t misunderstand me. Some 
people ought to work at these jobs, 
but I tell you now, that is only 
for a day. I think it is all right to 
eat dinner when you go home to- 
day, but remember God says, 
“Meats for the belly, and the belly 
for meats: but God shall destroy 
both it and them.” That is what 
God says. There is going to be 
a judgment time, and we will find 
out one of these days that much we 
spend our time on is going to be 
burned up. God says about some of 
us, “The cares of this world choke 
the word and he becometh unfruit- 
ful.”” Oh, Christian, let’s say, ‘“‘God 
helping me, I will not let my life 
be choked off. I am going to win 
souls.” 

Then there is another kind. Let’s 
see what God says here. “He that 
received seed into the good ground 
is he that heareth the word, and 
understandeth it; which also bear- 
eth fruit, and bringeth forth, some 
an hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” 

Here is a man who has received 
the seed into good ground, and he 
hears the Word and understands it. 
That man is saved. And not only 
he received the word in the sense 
that he understood it, but he took 
it to heart and had a good heart, 
ground that was ready and willing 
to hear the truth, and willing to do 
what God said. In that good 
ground the seed sprouted and grew 
and had root. Not only was that 
man saved, but he “also beareth 
fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 
hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” Oh, it is fine to be saved, 
but it is fine to have that “also” 
after you are saved. It didn’t say 
one hundred per cent, but a hun- 
dredfold. If you gained a hun- 
dred per cent when you make a 
business deal that would mean that 
you would sell a lot for twice as 
much as you had invested in it. 
That would be a real gain. You 
made one hundred per cent on that 
deal. You would be a good capi- 
talist to make one hundred per 
cent on a deal. But one hundred 
fold — that is ten thousand per 
cent. I can go out here and preach 
hard and sometimes it seems like 
a waste of time, but now and then 
the seed falls on good ground and 
someone is saved and that one goes 
and gets somebody else. And for 
that one seed planted, maybe one 
hundred will be saved. 

I preached in Chicago the first of 
the year on a big radio there, and 
we had a little handful saved. I 
preached one day a sermon on Hell. 
Out yonder a fellow driving a milk 
wagon heard the gospel, and was 
so convicted that he drove into a 
garage and kneeled down and 
asked God to save him, and He 
did. Then he won his sister to 
Christ. Then he won his boss’ wife 
and daughter, and now he is work- 
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ing on his boss. Before a year is 
gone, I may get one hundredfold 
on that. 

In Maywood, pe ig Boll rs 
doctor, God bless him, ta 
woman to the service one night, 
and asked me to pray for her. He 
said, “She had tried to kill herself 
and I was called to save her life 
and I brought her to church to- 
night.” 

And that night she was saved. 
She went back and told her sister, 
and she came one night and was 
saved. This same doctor had also 
gotten in touch with the sister 
when she was hit over the head 
and got cut up with a beer bot- 
tle. Then these sisters went back 
home and got the mother, and the 
mother came and was wonderfully 
saved. And then on Sunday morn- 
ing Miss Viola stopped a man at 
the back and talked with him and 
helped to win him to Christ. He 
was the estranged husband of the 
second woman who was saved. He 
said to Miss Viola, “I can’t do it 
now. I have some stripes to wash 
first.”’ 

(I had preached that morning on 
‘Washing Stripes,” and used as my 
text Acts the sixteenth chapter.) 
She explained to him that in Bible 
times they washed the stripes after 
they were saved, and so he was 
saved. When I think of those four, 
I think of that good doctor who 
was saved already but got on fire 
for the Lord and was bringing 
forth fruit as the Lord had prom- 
ised, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, and some thirty. 

Then I will go ahead and sow the 
gospel. Some of it will bring forth 
good fruit, and some won't. 

There are two or three conclu- 
sions for lost people, too. Don’t 
let the devil get the seed away, 
but hide it in your heart. The Bi- 
ble says take heed how you hear. 
Take time to understand the mean- 
ing of it, get the root of it, get the 
real change of heart. 

And for Christians — oh, my 
Christian people, don’t let the fruit 
be choked in your life by world- 
liness or cares of this world — the 
necessary things, don’t let them 
keep you from being a soul win- 
ner and take your heart’s affection 
and keep you from being what 
God wants you to be! 

Now for preachers and teachers 
and people who want to win souls, 
let me tell you this — you will 
have a lot of waste. How prodi- 
gal God is with His mercy! Isn’t 
it wonderful how merciful God is 
with sinners? Give the gospel and 
give it and give it! How many here 
heard it a hundred times before 
you were saved? I expect some 
heard it a thousand times. How 
many times God called — your 
mother talked to you or somebody 
else. Someone wasted a lot of seed. 
You can afford to. The Scripture 
said, “He that observeth the wind 
shall not sow, and he that re- 
gardeth the clouds shall not reap.” 
So don’t wait for the clouds and 
the wind to be right, go ahead and 
preach the Word. You think this 
fellow wouldn’t believe, you think 
he wouldn’t listen. But maybe he 
will when you don’t think he would: 
You will find somebody else whose 
heart will be broken, and you can 
reach him. Someone will be gone 
forever, right away. You thought 
you could wait, but couldn’t. Go 
ahead and sow the seed and you 
will win someone and find he will 
come after a while and bring in a 
hundred fold. Keep on sowing the 
seed. The devil will get much of 
it, but finally it will find good 
ground where it will not be covered 
too much with thorns and it will 
bring forth good fruit, some thirty, 
some sixty and some a hundred- 
fold. Praise the Lord! 

Sinner, the gospel seed has been 
sown in your heart. Don’t let the 
devil snatch it way, but trust 
Christ now for salvation and claim 
Him as your Saviour today. If you 
will receive Him — and the Scrip- 
ture said, “As many as received 
Him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God” — clip 
out the following, sign it and mail 
to me. I will rejoice with you. 

“Dr. John R. Rice 

201 East Tenth St. 

Dallas, Texas. 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I am glad the gospel seed 
has been sown in my heart, 
and I don’t want the Devil to 
snatch it away. I here and 
now receive Christ as my Sav- 
iour and gladly mail this to 
let you know.” 


(Signed) 
Address 


- 
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